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334. Campaigning for Babies' Lives.

LETJPP, CONSTANCE D.   McClure's Magazine, Vol. 39, p. 361, New York, 1912.
"Twice, and only twice in recent times, had the infant mortality rate shown
a marked decrease.

"First, when the Civil War in this country caused a cotton famine in Eng-
land, and the mills of Lancashire shut down, throwing thousands of operatives
out of work, as the total death-rate among the shivering and starved popula-

a ,                                 tion shot up, the baby death-rate dropped steadily to a figure unprecedentedly

'' \                                 low even for prosperous times.

A few years later, when, during the Franco-Prussian War, the German army
was bivouacked about Paris and privation and disease pushed up the death-
rate of the French capital, the same strange phenomenon was observed;
the babies throve on the hardships which killed off the adults, simultaneously,
in those suburbs of the city from which in piping times of peace the rich little

^                                 Parisians drafted their wet-nurses, the baby death-rate dropped from 35%

I                                 to 17%, and remained at that figure during the time that communication

with the City was cut off.

"The answer to the riddle in each case was the same: in prosperous times
the young mothers went out to work; in hard times, when there was no work,
they stayed home and nursed their babies.

5                                      "Thus the first commandment for the baby rescuers was established; better

a thousand times the natural food and care of a mother, even an ill-nourished,
poverty-stricken mother, than a plentiful supply of artificial food combined
with neglect."

j                                       While ignorance and dirt prevailed the year round, it was in July and August

that the results were actually registered, in mortality statistics.   When the

*;',                                first dog-days struck the city, the babies went down before the heat.   All the

\                                   elements that make unendurable the living conditions of a great city's poor

were registered in the sudden upward shoot of the curve of baby deaths. So
perpendicularly does this "curve" run up with the first heat, so suddenly does
it drop with the return of cool fall days, that it has earned for itself the classic
name of the "Eiffel Tower."

INFANTILE PARALYSIS AND FLIES.
335.
RICHARDSON, DR. MARK W., Secretary State Board of Health of Massachu-
setts.   Recent Contributions to Our Knowledge Concerning Infantile
Paralysis.   Paper read before the American Public Health Association,
Havana, December, 1911.
Stress is laid upon the fact that an investigation by the Board in 1910 showed
in every one of 88 cases the presence near the house, on the house, within the
house and sometimes even in the sickroom itself of the ordinary biting stable
fly, stomoxys calcitrans.